
Weekly Climate Update May 18th 2010

In the most recent official CPC seasonal climate outlook made
April 15th there is only one climate window with a shift in the
climate regime predicted to vary from climatology (towards wet
or dry). That one is towards drier than normal for the January-
March 2011 climate window. In the March 2010 CPC Outlook
there were several windows shifted towards increased chances of
above normal rainfall. A new outlook is scheduled to be posted
this Thursday.

In it’s new ENSO prediction made this week, CPC predicted
cooler than normal equatorial Pacific sea surface temperatures but
the anomalies are not large enough to fit the definition of La
Nina.

The potential for an active tropical season is currently in place.
The North Tropical Atlantic SSTs are near or at record warmth
and updates of the CFS predictions are continually hedging
towards cooler tropical Pacific SST for later this summer. The
evolution of the tropical oceans will need to be continually
monitored in the upcoming months.
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Latest Weekly Global Sea Surface Temperature Anomaly

The warm water in the north tropical Atlantic, if it persists into the peak of the 
hurricane season,  creates climatologic conditions that favors a more a more active  
tropical season overall.
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Two of four equatorial Pacific sea surface temperature indices near zero.
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The rate of decline of the upper ocean heat content along the equatorial Pacific
continues at a rapid pace. As seen on the last graph this decline in the heat content
is beginning to reach the sea surface temperature anomalies. Negative upper ocean
heat content increases the possibility for the development of La Nina conditions.
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http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_update/wkxzteq.shtml
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Climate Forecast System  El Nino Ensemble
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Official El Nino-Southern Oscillation Forecasts  released  

Current official consolidated outlook [ CON ] predicts neutral conditions  during 
the next 12- months
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Three Month Overlapping Seasonal Outlook

Climate Prediction Center
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May 1st -15 Actual 

Vector Wind

May 1st -15th Climatologic

Vector Wind
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Low latitude surface easterly winds less than normal in the Atlantic Basin. 
This explains the positive in the tropical oceans.
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CPC Seasonal Climate Outlook Versus Observed
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http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/tools/briefing/verification/2010/fcst_Prec.01.201003.gif
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/tools/briefing/verification/2010/obs_Prec.01.201003.gif
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/tools/briefing/verification/2010/fcst_Prec.01.201002.gif
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/tools/briefing/verification/2010/obs_Prec.01.201002.gif
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/tools/briefing/verification/2009/fcst_Prec.01.200912.gif
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/tools/briefing/verification/2009/obs_Prec.01.200912.gif


Position Analysis (PA)  Percentiles 
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Position Analysis (PA) for El Nino years 
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Update Position Analysis (PA) for AMO Warm/El Nino Years
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